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can finally be secured. Herein is evi- 
dence that justice is one of the supreme 
values of life. Men believe in a God 



who is always seeking to establish 
justice. Those who thus believe will 
join with him in that endeavor. 



II. WHY I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST 



SHAILER MATHEWS 



Faith in Jesus Christ is a religious act. 
It is more than speculation about him, 
more than assent to his teaching, more 
than acceptance of a creed. To believe 
in him is to find in him the revelation of 
God — deity. 

1. My faith in Jesus Christ does not 
rest on any philosophy in which it has 
been or may be expressed. At the best 
philosophy is imperfect. True, we honor 
God when we think about Jesus accord- 
ing to the best scientific and philosophi- 
cal methods education can give us. To 
fear to think intelligently is to weaken, 
not to strengthen, faith. But we trust 
before we understand. We want salva- 
tion, not metaphysics. To insist that 
any philosophy or scientific theory can 
so fully express the power and signifi- 
cance of Christ as to be an indispensable 
prerequisite of faith would be to make 
Christianity a philosophical system and 
not a religion of salvation. Philosophy, 
even that of the church councils, while 
an aid to a belief, is not the basis of 
Christian faith. 

2. I believe in Jesus Christ because 
he satisfies the moral demands of the 
human heart. We cannot be saved 
by any person on our own moral plane. 
His morality was not a picture drawn 
by human imagination. If he had been 
less consistent in his moral life, if like 
Paul he had been a sinner conscious of 



his Father's forgiveness, if he had yielded 
to the temptation of pride or revenge, 
if he had doubted the heavenly Father, 
he would have been more like us. We 
could understand him better; possibly 
we might have more distinct sympathy 
with him; but he would not be our 
Savior. The perfect morality of Jesus 
is one agency of his power. He inspires 
men to be like him because, paradoxi- 
cally, they feel they can never be like 
him; that he will always be more than 
they. His teachings are not the day- 
dreams of one who spoke better than he 
lived. They vocalize his own conscious- 
ness. There is no other person in all 
history of whom I can say, "I want to 
be as good as and no better than he." 

3. I believe in Jesus Christ as God 
revealed in human life because he has 
had a power in history that is more 
than human. 

Christianity did not begin as a phi- 
losophy, an economic revolution, or an 
independent religion. It began in the 
loyalty of a few men and women to 
Jesus. He stepped out into history 
through the threshold of friendship. 
His appearance lacked advertisement 
and credentials. A carpenter gave up 
his trade, joined a movement begun 
by another, began to preach about the 
Kingdom of God. Nothing could be 
less spectacular. But a little group of 
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persons believed that he was the Christ. 
His personaUty compelled the defini- 
tion. 

He conquered prophecies. The Jews 
had distinct ideas as to what sort of 
person he should be whom God was to 
empower by his own resident spirit to 
become a Savior. They had gathered 
together the sayings which the prophets 
had foretold a military and national 
trivimph and universal conquest. Jesus 
fulfilled none of them. Thereupon his 
followers found him foretold in other 
and humbler passages. Since Jesus 
the Christ had died, they found mes- 
sianic prophecy in a suffering servant, 
and in a Psalm that spoke of incor- 
ruption. The Old Testament became 
a different book when read by eyes that 
had accepted Jesus as the Messiah. 
We cannot read the Old Testament 
today in any other perspective. We 
understand the religious significance of 
Hebrew history because it embodied 
the ideals which were hidden until Jesus 
made them plain. 

The Greek world listened to the 
preaching of his followers and began 
to believe. Once believing it attempted 
to make him a part of its own culture. 
It was an attempt in which Hellenism 
had never failed. For centuries it had 
been enriching itself by the religion and 
philosophy, the national customs, and 
the art of the Eastern world. But it 
could not reduce Jesus to submission 
to its speculation. For two hundred 
years brOliant men attempted it, but 
the Galilean and not the philosopher 
conquered. Christian faith clothed itself 
in the vocabulary of its opponents, and 
transformed Hellenism into the first 
Christian theology. 



The imperial world of Rome with its 
power of conquest undertook to stamp 
out the religion in the west. But faith 
in Jesus could not be beheaded, or burned 
at the stake, or devoured by wild beasts. 
Where Christians suffered stands today 
the most wonderful church in the world. 
The Roman Empire has disappeared, 
but it lives in the Christian church and 
the Christian thought it attempted to 
destroy. Jesus instead of an emperor 
has become the ideal figure of Western 
civilization. 

The Middle Ages undertook to re- 
combine the new vigor of the northern 
conquerors with the heritage of classic 
days, but in such a combination only 
one figure could be supreme — Jesus. 
His significance to men and God gav 
new quality to feudal thinking, anc 
deity new motive to the student of the 
ancient past. When the process of 
combination was completed it was 
Jesus and not the school man who sur- 
vived. 

When the sixteenth century broke 
with the church that had undertaken 
to subject Jesus to its own interests, it 
was he who saved Christianity. It was 
Jesus Christ who compelled the alle- 
giance of Luther, of Calvin, and of their 
followers. Even in those dark days 
when men might be lost in the cruelties 
of theological strife, it was he who was 
to be victorious rather than a doctrine 
of inspiration or a state church. For 
out from the Protestantism of the seven- 
teenth century emerged again the living 
Christ of love and salvation. 

Our very religion centers around this 
extraordinary power of Jesus to rise above 
church and theology, and to command 
a loyalty which is more than friendship, 
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religious rather than aesthetic. Let 
us grant that our faith in him raises 
questions in psychology and metaphysics 
hard if not impossible to answer. The 
facts of the past are not affected. They 
stand. Explicable or inexplicable the 
power of Jesus Christ in human history 
cannot be taken from it. He lives in it. 

4. The supreme reason for my faith 
in Jesus Christ the Savior is the 
consciousness of salvation wrought 
through faith in him. This conviction 
is borne out by the experiences of mil- 
lions of Christians, some with and some 
without philosophy, some learned and 
some unlearned. To use the language 
of the schools, Christ functions in our 
life as God. True, we recognize him 
as a brother man, subject to hunger, 
WEariness, death; but it is not because 
of these facts that he is our Savior. 
Beyond this sense of fellowship is a 
senseof our dependence upon him. From 
him there comes to us a power which 
does not come from any man in history, 
no matter how much we honor him as 
a teacher. Isaiah, Jeremiah, John the 
Baptist — we look to them for inspiration, 
guidance, hope, but they never bring 
us a consciousness of forgiveness, a 
newness of life. The world finds God 
in and through Jesus Christ. 

5. These facts transcend any formula 
I can draw from human experience. We 
have had many leaders, many teachers. 
But they have brought no reconciliation 
with God. They have helped men 
appreciate the truth of Christ's teaching, 
the majesty of his person. But they 



are broken lights of him. In the midst 
of the present distress and ferment, I 
look to him for guidance for individuals 
and society, because he has guided men 
in the past. Paul saw this at the begin- 
ning of Christian history. We see it 
as we trace that history. His cross is 
the summary of God's method in social 
evolution, in the progress of justice, in 
the hope of human betterment. I 
believe he is bringing in the Kingdom of 
God. It is impossible for me to believe 
that this power is born of any merely 
himian being. It is the power of God. 
6. There are other reasons that could 
be given, but they all revert to these 
indisputable facts of experience. There 
are many questions I try to answer in 
the way of defense of this faith in him, 
but the best answers I can give are 
expansions of these basal facts. I am 
ready to let men make their own 
formulas as to him and his work, but 
these formulas to be acceptable must 
be within the area these convictions 
include. For what are words and formu- 
las when compared with the experience of 
salvation actually wrought by Jesus 
Christ in hvmian hearts ? The Jesus the 
world worships is no mere fellow-victim 
with us, a defeated hero or a dead 
teacher. He is the one in and through 
whom we meet God, assured that we shall 
gain strength to meet life's trials and 
temptations, in the assurance of forgive- 
ness, in the hope of a life beyond death. 
He is the vine, we are the branches. 
God grant that his life may indeed be 
ours! 



